
  

Does your new car still have that new car feel after five years?  Does that living room 
furniture you bought seven years ago sit as well as when you bought it?  In time, the 
newness wears off and we lose the new. 

Has the same thing happened in your prayer life?  

Does the hair still stand up on the back of your neck when you pray the Lordôs 
Prayer?  

The 2010 Lenten series on Prayer and ñThe Lordôs Prayerò is an effort to awaken the 
freshness and newness of ñThe Lordôs Prayerò and to enhance your personal prayer 
life.  Most of us are unaware of the reality that the words we use 
in ñThe Lordôs Prayerò are not the ones found in the Holy Scrip-
tures.  In the Holy Scriptures we find Jesus giving his followers 
ñThe Lordôs Prayerò in two places: In Matthew 6:9-13 the prayer is 
given in the context of the Sermon on the Mount and appears in 
the context of talking about people who pray simply for the pur-
pose of being seen praying and Jesus instructs the people to pray 
ñafter the mannerò of this prayer.  In Luke 11:2-4 we again have 
ñThe Lordôs Prayerò given however this time in response to the disciples request for 
Jesus to teach them to pray (ñTeach us how to prayò Luke 11:1). 

One of the struggles that some people have is that the words in the two texts are not 
exactly the same and neither of the two scripture texts are like ñThe Lordôs Prayerò 

that we use.  Why?   

 

(Continued on page 2) 

Matthew 6  Luke 11  

ñ ó Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 
10your kingdom come, 

   your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
11Give us today our daily bread. 
12Forgive us our debts, 

   as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13And lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from the evil one. 
14For if you forgive men when they sin against you, 

   your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
15But if you do not forgive men their sins, 

   your Father will not forgive your sins. 

ñ óFather, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come.ô 

  
3Give us each day our daily bread. 
4Forgive us our sins, 

for we also forgive everyone who 
sins against us. 

And lead us not into temptation. 
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The answers to the ñWhyò question are not nearly so easy to explain.  However, we will start by acknowledging that 
ñThe Lordôs Prayerò is not included in the first Gospel written ï Mark.  It is believed that Matthew and Luke both had ac-
cess to the written gospel of Mark, their own special sources of information and also to a source called ñQò.  It is believed 
by many historical theologians that Matthew and Luke both had copies of the Q document but that either the document 
was different or each added or omitted something from that document as their memory recalled Jesus teaching.  In order 

to address the issue of ñWhyò the Lordôs Prayer we use is not like either of the scriptural texts we 
need to understand that most protestants use or at one time have used the version of ñThe Lordôs 
Prayerò that is familiar to us.  That Prayer was Lutherôs translation of the Prayer but that translation did 
not come from the Greek texts but from the Latin Vulgate. 

However there are other issues also.  The first issue is that in the form of the prayer that we have all 
been taught and that we love the eschatological (study of the end times ï pointing to the end times) 
nature of the prayer is very hard to find. ñThe Lordôs Prayerò should be an affirmation of our faith and 
confidence that we are praying for the enacting of Godôs will and purpose in his created world and that 
ñthings will need to changeò.  So even though we memorize ñThe Lordôs Prayerò as a set formula for 
prayer it should not be repeated mechanically or without thought.  The purpose of ñThe Lordôs Prayerò 

is to awaken and stimulate our faith.  As we move deeper into our 2010 Lenten Journey we will be exploring the gift of 
Jesusô prayer in deeper ways.  Come and join us! 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

2010 Lenten Journey into Prayer Continues 

Let Us Know More About You  

Many of you have enjoyed reading the member profiles and 
viewing the photos that have been placed on the board 
over the last year. 

For us to continue publishing profiles, we 
need more members to participate.  If you 
would like to submit a member profile, you 
can contact Chuck Skeels by phone or by 
email at chucksagave@sbcglobal.net. He 
will send you the list of questions.  Members are also asked 
to bring 6-9 photographs to place on the bulletin board 
showing some of their activities and interests. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Games, Movies and Lots of Fun at 

the Youth Lock - In  
The youth of NLIC and their friends had a great time at the 
lock-in that was held on Friday 
night, February 19, 2010 after 
game night.  There were 21 kids 
who had a blast playing games, 
watching movies, eating, snack-
ing and just having a good time 
hanging out together.   

The Youth Committee and the youth of the church thank 
everyone who helped make this a fun night. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Food Share America 
Food Share Americaðif you eat, you qualify!  Anyone can 
participate. 

We are spreading the word about the 
Food Share America program.  Our num-
bers are starting to increase both from 
within NLIC and in the community.  We 
will have the March menu available on 
Sunday, February 28, 2010. 

If you have any questions about the program, please contact 
Chuck Skeels or visit the Food Share America website at 
www.foodshareamerica.com for more information about the 
program.   

The last day to order online or by phone is March 22nd with 
the distribution set for March 27, 2010. 

Upcoming Game Nights and            

Committee Sponsors 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend the Friday 
Game nights scheduled as follows: 

Date   Sponsored by 

March 19  Parish Life 

April 16   Property 

May 21   Service 

June 18   Education 

Game nights are for everyoneðnot just the youth of 
the congregation.  Come on adults ð bring your  
favorite game and join in the fun. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://nickbaines.files.wordpress.com/2009/09/martin-luther.jpg&imgrefurl=http://nickbaines.wordpress.com/2009/09/&usg=__FTj4ejrVourQiscyZ692I7EVvfM=&h=854&w=600&sz=60&hl=en&start=3&itbs=1&tbnid=4xaTEIy44jgfhM:&tbnh
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News from the Holmanôs 

This is a challenging time for GILLBT, and our adminis-
trative responsibilities are very demanding, but God is 
sustaining us.   We are so grateful to you for continuing to 
pray! 

Last week Pastor James came to tell us that the local 
Council of Churches in the Anufo area have decided that 
they would like to begin translating the Old Testament 
into Anufo.  The group includes the Roman Catholic 
Church, the Church of Pentecost, Assemblies of God, 
Church of Christ, and the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church.  It's wonderful to see how these diverse 
churches can work together! 

They decided that they would start with the Pentateuch 
(the first five books of the Bible) and we feel that this is a 
good decision in terms of laying a solid foundation.  They 
also decided that they would need to have three full-time 
translators so that the work can go quickly, and we feel 
that this also demonstrates a good grasp of the difficulties 
of the task ahead of them. The Old Testament is three 
times as long as the New Testament so this is a serious 
commitment, and we are pleased to see the maturity this 
demonstrates. 

There are already two qualified Anufo Bible translators--
Pastor James plus Brother Mark who was trained in 2007
--but they will need further training for Old Testa-
ment.  They will also need to prepare a budget for these 
beginning years.  The churches will contribute toward this 
budget from their own resources and we will also help 
them look for sources of funding.  Pray that God would 
grant their desire to have the Old Testament in Anufo. 

Trusting in Him, 

Mary and Tom 

 

Happy Birthday to You!  
 

When you see the following people this month, 
take a minute and wish them a Happy Birthday: 

 

Savannah Justice 3/2 Jeri Smith       3/14 

Christian Aars  3/6 Rosemary Teague  3/14 

Michael Dietz  3/7 Carolyn Carr      3/19 

Doris Johnson  3/7 Marcia Mitchell      3/23 

    Jim Robbins      3/24 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

E-mail addresses:  
Mary_Holman@sil.org 

Tom_Holman@sil.org  

Celebrating with our Members  
 
The following members are celebrating their 
wedding anniversary in March: 
 

Erik & Iselchyresse Megahan 3/21 
Paul & Charlie Grindstaff 3/30 
Terry & Anita Hicock  3/31  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Celebrating with our Members  
The following members are celebrating the anniver-
sary of their baptisms: 
 

Clark Cornwell  3/1 Rachael Lain      3/20 

Christine Lain  3/1 Jonathan Metting   3/23 

Jack Ruebman  3/3 Linda Metting     3/24 

Jennifer Hill  3/5 Michael Aars     3/26 

Edward Anttila  3/11 Savannah Justice  3/26 

Belen Eck  3/14 James Aars     3/27 

Rosemary Teague 3/14 Catherine Bartlett  3/31 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Game Night is for Adults & Kids  

Sponsored by the Parish Life Committee 

When:   March 19, 2010 

Time:   6:30 ð 9 p.m. 

Where:   Fellowship Hall at NLIC 

Who:   Adults and kids 

Provided:  Food, snacks and drinks provided 
   

How:   To participate, just sign up on the sign 

  up sheet on the bulletin board 

http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Mary_Holman@sil.org
http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Tom_Holman@sil.org
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://msp326.photobucket.com/albums/k411/hortibob/birthday_cake.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.myspace.com/mybollywoodspace&usg=__vXM3cYbPB0AczlZE9CkD_FnrLf0=&h=799&w=718&sz=286&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=HA6Ohva3JXJATM:&tbnh=1
http://www.hasbro.com/common/productimages/en_US/8ee05ccf6d4010148bf09efbf894f9d4/E283D808D56FE11243887C8ECEB10119.jpg
http://www.hasbro.com/scrabble/en_US/shop/details.cfm?guid=8F02B992-6D40-1014-8BF0-9EFBF894F9D4&product_id=9495&src=endeca
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 Service Committee Happenings 
 

Next Meeting:  
The service committee will hold their next 
meeting on Tuesday, March 23 at 7:00pm  at 
the church.   New members are always wel-
comed.  Come join the fun and friendship of 
helping others.   
 

Quilting  
The quilters are working on their quilts and have about six 
weeks left before the quilts are shipped to Lutheran World 
Relief.   Come join the fun as they meet each Thursday at 
9am.   New quilters or helpers are always welcomed.  Con-
tact Parma or Pat for more information. 
 

Blood Drive Dates:  
Save the Date for the next blood drive 
being held on Sunday, April 18, 2010.  
Our donor goal will be 15-20 donors. 
   

Soap Drive  
The Service committee will be collect-
ing new bars of soap for Lutheran World Relief.  Watch for 
more information in the church bulletin. Lutheran World Re-
lief will accept new wrapped soap bars.  Last year we col-
lected 31 pounds of soap.  Our goal for this year is 40 
pounds.  Please start saving your soap.  Thanks in ad-
vance for your generous donations to this service project.     
 

Mt Olive Food Pantry  
Thanks to everyone for their generous donations to Mount 
Olive.  Please keep filling the cart each week at the church.  
This is a great way for all  NLIC members  to help others in 
need, so please keep filling the cart for us. Also cash dona-
tions are accepted. Just make your check out to NLIC and 
mark it for Mt Olive food pantry.  Any questions contact Pat 
or Carolyn.    
 

ELCA Gifts to Support Recovery Efforts in Haiti Exceed 
$4.6 Million  
Since the earthquake in Haiti one month ago, the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) has received over 
27,000 gifts totaling more than $4.2 million to support hu-
manitarian relief efforts in Haiti. According to ELCA Treas-
urer Christina Jackson-Skelton, the ELCA received an addi-
tional $320,000 in a matching grant from Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans, bringing the overall total to more than $4.6 
million in gifts to the ELCA. 

"We've seen a phenomenal response," said the Rev. Daniel 
Rift, director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal. Rift 
said members of the ELCA have been "faithful in their giv-
ing, bearing witness to the hope for the Lutheran church 
and communities in Haiti." 

One-quarter of Haiti's population has been directly affected 
by the earthquake and that presents an overwhelming chal-
lenge for those responding with humanitarian aid, said Rift. 
"The only way to truly, effectively respond is to build long-
term partnerships with Haitians," he said. 

Financial gifts from the 4.6-million-member ELCA are used 
to purchase and distribute medicine, drinking water, food, 
emergency shelter, sanitation and hygiene kits and other 
materials to aid survivors of the earthquake.    

Thoughts for the Journey 

COOPXRATION 
(Author Unknown) 

 

Evxn though my typxwritxr is an old 
modxl, it works quitx wxll xxcxpt for 
onx of the kxys.  I havx many timxs 
wishxd that it workxd pxrfxctly.  

It is trux that thxrx arx forty-onx 
kxys that function wxll xnough, but 
just onx kxy not working makxs thx 
diffxrxncx.  

Somxtimxs it sxxms to mx that our 
church is somxthing likx my typx-
writxr --- not all thx kxy pxoplx arx 
working propxrly.  

As onx of thxm, you may say to 
yoursxlf, "Wxll, I am only onx 
pxrson, I don't makx or brxak thx church."  

But it doxs makx a big diffxrxncx, bxcausx a church, to bx 
xffxctivx, nxxds thx activx participation of xvxry pxrson.  

So, thx nxxt timx your xfforts arx not nxxdxd vxry much, 
rxmxmbxr my typxwritxr and say to yoursxlf, "I am a kxy 
pxrson in thx congrxgation and I am nxxdxd vxry much." 
This is what happxns to thx wholx church, and multiply this 
by many timxs --- thx whole thing just doxs not makx sxnsx!  

So, don't be a broken key --- be a useful one.  (The next 
time you believe one person can't (or won't) make a differ-
ence... remember this story!) 

NEW LIFE IN CHRIST   

  CAREGIVERôS CORNER 

The Alzheimerôs Caregiverôs Support Group 
met on February  20, 2010 and our guest 
speaker was Ms. Lue Taff from Senior Source 

of Greater Dallas.  This meeting was designed to speak to 
all seniors of our communityðnot  just caregivers caring for 
loved ones suffering from Alzheimerós Disease. Ms. Taff 
had information that she shared with us regarding  pro-
grams that are available to seniors.  These meetings are 
open to anyone who wishes to learn more about            
Alzheimerôs Disease and other related topics. 

Thanks to New Life In Christ Lutheran Church for making 
space available for the Support Group.  Real Simple maga-
zine has included our group in an article for the April edition 
of the magazine which will go on the newsstand on March 
15. Pick up a copy.  You will probably see members of our 
congregation featured in the article on volunteers. 

At present, we are working on our April meeting which will 
cover ñliving wellò as we grow older. This will be beneficial 
for seniors, baby boomers and our youth. Stay tuned for 
more information as April approaches. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.phillyburbs.com/news/intelligencer/wp-content/blogs.dir/4/files/2009/January/Wednesday/blood_drive2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blogs.phillyburbs.com/news/intelligencer/blood-drives-set-3/&usg=__wYHLaJTdGtnD4p
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News Briefing  

 

Help Stuff a Shipping Container  
Congregations across the NT-NL Synod are invited to send medical supplies with 
their voting members to the 2010 Synod Assembly in Amarillo. A shipping container 
bound for our friends in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone will await 
them ï already half full of dehydrated food supplies. The other half will be filled with 
the medical supplies that we collect ï like microscopes, thermometers, blood pres-
sure cuffs, glucometers, scales, bandages, scissors, cloth diapers, bar soap and 

layettes (no medications as they might spoil en route). And there is room for school supplies, carpenter tools, litur-
gical supplies and two Honda motor cycles. Please, no LBWs, clothes, American textbooks or anything rusty or 
broken. The link to the complete list of needed items can be 
found on the homepage of www.NTNL.org. Visitors and voting 
members at this assembly will hear from Pastor Kate Warn, 
our synodôs Pastor-in-Residence in Sierra Leone. She will 
speak of the great needs that are present among the people 
and the powerful way our financial and material support is a 
blessing to them.  

Remember the People of Haiti  

NT-NL Synod congregations observed a synod-wide day of 
prayer for Haitians on February 14, but a single prayer or a 
single donation is never fully enough. Continue to pray for the 
ongoing rebuilding work there and to stay informed by logging 
on to www.ELCA.org/disaster. If you wish to make a donation, 
you may place it in the offering plate clearly marked Haitian 
Relief (which the synod will channel to  Lutheran World Relief) 
or you may donate directly online at www.LWR.org.  

Psalms: Book of Praises  

Professor Chip Bouzard of Wartburg College ï a specialist on the Psalms ï will be teaching about the types of 
psalms and the ways they can be used in our worship and spiritual life. Special attention will be given to the psalms 
of lament. You are invited! The class is offered on April 17 (9 a.m. ï 3 p.m.) as a part of the Parish Lay Ministry 
gathering held at Calvary, Richland Hills. Cost, $35. RSVP to Dean Russell Vardell (dean@plmacademy.org).  

FYIé    March Emphasis: Pray for Theological Education and our Journey to Easter  

× SeniorFest 2010 features Tom McDermott ï a storyteller and musician ï on March 6 at King of Glory, Dallas,        

9 a.m. ï 4 p.m. The event is sponsored by the Association of Lutheran Older Adults.  

× A Seniors Retreat: The Art of Living, will be offered at Briarwood on March 12-14 with workshops on fitness, 

genealogy, travel and others. Info contact www.BriarwoodRetreat.org.  

× A seminar on The Ethics of Food takes place at Walnut Hill, Dallas, on March 20 beginning at 9:45 a.m. For infor-

mation contact www.NTNL.org ï ñUpcoming Eventsò list on the homepage.  

× Dig deeper! Dig deeper into scripture; be reminded of its power and message for life. Learn more about the Book of 

Faith Initiative at www.NTNL.org / Congregations / Lutheran Identity. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The DiscipleLife Synod: The Northern Texas ï Northern Louisiana Synod, ELCA ï Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus  

To receive News Briefing electronically or by regular mail, contact SynodOffice@ntnl.org, 214.637.6865, or sign up at www.ntnl.org.  

                           March 2010  

__________________________________ 

                 NT-NL Synod, ELCA  

NT-NL DiscipleLife  

New Hope, Keller, has given generous help to a family 
from Liberia trying to get started here in the U.S. å Holy 
Trinity, Shreveport, had its Annual Chili Cookoff in 
February. å Advent, Arlington, is planning a Mexico 
Mission Trip in March. å Rejoice, Coppell, took a spe-
cial ñnoisy offeringò for Campus Ministry. å A number of 
NT-NL congregations sponsored a Souper Bowl of 
Caring to raise money for the hungry. å St. Matthew, 
Waco, plans a special Lenten Cantata, Colors of Grace: 
Lessons for Lent. å King of Glory, Dallas, participates 
in In the City for Good ï to support ministries within  
urban environments. å New Life in Christ, Duncan-
ville, has an     Alzheimerôs Caregivers Support Group. 
å Trinity, Fort Worth, offers a yearlong Bible study 
online. å Midland, Midland, supports Casa de Amigos, 
Family Promise of Midland, Dreamcatchers Ministry and 
ELCA World Hunger.  
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 Why Is Church Like It Is? 
By: Gene Carr 

 
Often we ask ourselves, why is church like 
it is? Now, this may not be proper English, 
but it is a very good question, and one that 
cannot be fully answered in one short 
newsletter article. But, who says this will be 
the only one. So, we begin. 
 

Part of why church is like it is, is that we do some things in the 
service like the early Christians. There are parts of our liturgy, 
hymn lyrics, and even some of the more modern services, 
such as ñNow the Feast and Celebrationò, that have their roots 
in the second century A.D. The format of our worship service 
is really very similar to those of the early church. Justin Martyr, 
an early pastor and teacher, described such a service, when 
he wrote, in 150 A.D.:    
 

ñOn Sunday all are gathered together in unity.  The records of 
the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read for as long 
as time allows. The presider exhorts and invites us into the 
pattern of these good things. Then we all stand and offer 
prayer. 
 

When we have concluded the prayer, bread is set out together 
with wineé The presider then offers prayer and thanksgiving 
and the people sing out their assent, saying the ñAmen!ò   
 

There is a distribution of the things over which thanks has 
been said and each person participates, and these things are 
sent to those who are not present. Those who are prosperous 
give what they wish according to each oneôs own choice, and 
the collection is deposited with the presider, who aids orphans 
and widows, those in want because of disease, those in 
prison, and foreigners who are staying here. 
 

We hold this meeting together on Sunday since it is the first 
day on which God, having transformed darkness and matter, 
created the world.  On the same day Jesus our Savior rose 
from the dead.  On Sunday he appeared to his apostles and 
disciples and taught them these things which we present to 
you.ò 
 

Did you notice that the early church was not so 
consumed by how much time the service took? 
Pastor Martyr wrote that, òThe records of the 
apostles or the writings of the prophets are read 
for as long as time allows.ò   It appears that our 
early brothers and sisters may not have been 

rushing to get to Lubyôs before the congregation in the big 
church across the street. But, maybe Iôm focusing on the 
wrong thing. 
 

They gathered, prayed, read the Word, shared the Sacrament 
of Holy Communion, heard an exhortation (sermon), and took 
up a collection. We do all of the things today that were done in 
150 A.D. These people are part of the communion of saints 
with whom we are linked. We are reading the same Word as 
they, praying the same words of praise and thanksgiving. This 
is part of why church is like it is. 
 

I know that this does not fully answer the question, ñWhy is 
church like it is?ò, but it is a beginning. We may look at some 
of the specifics things which have passed down to us. If you 
have an idea for a future article or have some interesting infor-
mation which may help answer the question, call or email me.   

A Special Invitation from Briarwood 

An elegant evening ... 

... for the love of camp  

 
You are cordially invited to join the 

Briarwood Retreat Center 

celebrate its 

15th anniversary of Ministry and Service 

to the Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod and the 
thousands of children, youth, young adults, and adults 
whose lives have been blessed through our summer camp 
and retreat ministries with 

a three course dinner, drinks, 

silent and live auction, dancing 

Date: Friday, May 7, 2010 

Time: 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

Location: Canyon Creek Country Club 

625 West Lookout Drive 

Richardson, TX  75234 

Business or Formal Attire is suggested 

For more information, go to our web site at 
www.briarwoodretreat.org 

 

Mark Your Calendars Now for Special       

Upcoming Events for the Youth of NLIC  
 

Easter Breakfast April 4, 2010 

 Baked Potato Sale  April 18, 2010 

 Youth Sunday   April 18, 2010 

http://www.briarwoodretreat.org

