
  

New Life in Christ congregation has a rich spiritual tradition 

that brings us and others together during the Advent season to 

worship and to have fellowship as we prepare to celebrate the 

birth of Christ.  In 2009 our Advent season will have three oppor-

tunities for us to gather for worship and fellowship.  Those       

opportunities are as follows: 

 

December 2nd 6:30 Soup Supper provided by Worship and Music Committee 

  7:15 Worship using ñHolden Evening Prayerò  

           and focusing on the prophesy of Malachi (3:1-4) and his message 

           that one will be sent to prepare for the coming of the Lord by purifying  

           and refining Godôs people, as silver and gold are refined. 

 

December 9th  6:30 Soup Supper provided by Parish Life Committee 

  7:15 Worship using ñHolden Evening Prayerò  

           and focusing on the prophesy of Zephaniah (3:14-20) and his message 

           affirming that Godôs judgment will lead to repentance, and that 

           when this happens Godôs salvation will be at hand. 

 

December 16th   6:30 Soup Supper provided by Education Committee 

  7:15 Worship using ñHolden Evening Prayerò  

           and focusing on the prophesy of Micah (5:2-5a) and his message 

           about a future shepherd-king who will come from a small town but  

           who will bring peace and restore Godôs people. 

 

Come and join us as we prepare our hearts, minds, and spirits 

for the Lordôs coming! 
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NLIC Member Profiles  
This is the eleventh  of a monthly series of member profiles to encourage members to get to know one another a little better.   We 
would like to feature two of our members each month.  If you would like to be included, please contact Chuck Skeels.  

Occupation :  Sales 
 
 

Family: Son-Michael; parents-John 
and Carol, brother-Chris and grand-
motherðMarian Holcomb.  
 

How long have you lived in the 
Dallas area? I have lived in the Dallas area for 18 years 
and have been a member of NLIC since we moved to   
Duncanville in 1991.   
 

Hobbies:   I love running, playing basketball, scrapbook-
ing, playing tennis and most importantly playing with my 
son. 

What is your favorite type of food ?    Mexican foodðI 
love ñOn the Borderò. 

What are your favorite movies?   Comedy and       
romance (chick flicks) 

What is the best advice you have ever received ?  
Life is not always the party we expected it to be, but as long 
as we are here, we should smile and be grateful...words to 
live by:)  

 

What brought you to NLIC ?  My parents when I was 
11 years old.  
 
How long have you attended NLIC? Since 1991 
when I was 11 years old.  
 

What keeps you at NLIC?  The people are just really 
friendly.  I would like Michael to grow up in the church that 
I grew up in. 

What is your favorite activity at NLIC?   I like VBS 
for the kids and the game nights. 

What is your most memorable activity at NLIC?   I 
loved the youth conference that I attended in New Orleans 
back in 1997.  Oh my gosh, Iôm getting old!!!! 

Is there anything else you would like someone to 
know about you ?   I just completed 
my second half marathon in November 
and look forward to running my first 
marathon in San Diego in June. 

 
                   

Michelle Dietz  

 

When:   December 18, 2009 

Time:   6 ð 11 p.m. 

Where:   Fellowship Hall at NLIC 

Who:   Parentsðthis is your opportunity to finish 

  up any last minute shopping! 

Provided:  Food, snacks and drinks provided 
   

How:   To participate, just sign up on the sign 

  up sheet on the bulletin board 

Calling All Adults and Kids!!  

See Michelleôs    

pictorial collage on  

NLIC bulletin board 

http://www.hasbro.com/scrabble/en_US/shop/details.cfm?guid=8F02B992-6D40-1014-8BF0-9EFBF894F9D4&product_id=9495&src=endeca
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News from the Holmanôs 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at New Life in Christ, 
 

Thank you for supporting us in prayer this last month.  
Tom did a good job as acting director -- he says I'm    
biased, but others expressed their appreciation for how 
he handled the job, too.  He says he had the capable 
help of his secretary -- me.  And God sustained us both in 
the difficult moments. 

This week we're in the capital city, Accra, to get our visas 

for Nigeria.  We'll be there from November 20 to          

December 12 to participate in another Luke Partnership 

Workshop.   Pray as usual for safe travel, good health, 

God's protection for us all, and a productive workshop. 

 

We plan to spend Christmas in Tamale with our friends 

there.  We hope you have a wonderful, Christ-filled 

Christmas! 

Yours in Christ, 

Mary and Tom 

Happy Birthday to You!  
 

When you see the following people this month, 
take a minute and wish them a Happy Birthday: 

 

Doug Dykman      12/1  Juanita Keosoff 12/17 

Charles Skeels     12/5  Erik Megahan 12/19 

Alexander Kelley   12/6  Amber Sims 12/20 

Dorinda Collins-Knight 12/8 Arthurine Wade 12/20 

Laura Blackburn   12/10  Ada Curran 12/27 

Cindy Carey    12/12  Keith Clicque 12/29 

Kathy Cornwell    12/16  Parma Kersten  12/29 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

E-mail addresses:  
Mary_Holman@sil.org 

Tom_Holman@sil.org  

Celebrating with our Members  
 

The following members are celebrating their 
wedding anniversary in December: 
 

 Jerry & Parma Kersten ð12/18 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Service Committee Happenings 
 

Next Meeting  

The service committee will hold their next meeting on Tues-
day, January 26, 2010 at 7:00pm at the church.  New mem-
bers are always welcomed.  Come join the fun and friend-
ship of helping others.   

Quilting  

Enjoy quilting, need to learn how or just want to meet      
others?  Come join the fabulous quilter group.  They are 
meeting on Thursdays at 9am.   New quilters or helpers are 
always welcomed.  Please contact Parma or Pat for more 
information. 

Blood Drive Thanks!  
 

A big Thanks to everyone for making the November Blood 
Drive such a huge success.  The Service committee couldnôt 
have done it without your help.  We had 18 potential donors 
and 16 who were able to donate.  Again thanks for every-
thing.   

Upcoming Blood Drive Dates:   

Sunday, April 18, 2010 and Sunday November 14, 2010.  
Mark your calendars.  

Mt Olive Food Pantry  

Thanks to everyone for their continuous donations to Mount 
Olive this year.   As we enter the holiday season Mt Olive is 
going to need even more food to meet the demand, so 
please keep filling the cart each week at the church.  This is 
an easy way for NLIC members to help others during the 
holiday season.   Also cash donations are accepted.  Just 
make your check out to NLIC and mark it for Mt Olive Food 
Pantry.    Any questions, please contact Pat or Carolyn.   

 Service Committee Happenings 
   (contôd) 

Angel Tree  

Thank-you! Thank-you!  Thank-you!   
A big thanks to everyone for adopt-
ing all twenty five (25) angels on our 
childrenôs angel tree.    As always, 
the congregation leaped in and 
helped with our service project to the 
community.   We couldnôt do it with-
out you!  You all are the greatest.   

Just a reminder:  Donôt forget we need the gifts bought, 
wrapped, tagged in garbage bags and under the tree in 
the fellowship hall by Sunday, December 6

th
.    They will 

be delivered to Duncanville Outreach on Tuesday,      
December 8, 2009.  

Meals on Wheels Christmas Gifts  

Meals on Wheels Christmas gifts are being collected in 

the box in fellowship hall.    As always we will need help 

from our members to bring items for the 

meals on wheels recipients.   The con-

gregation has always been very    gra-

cious in helping with this worthy project.  

The items we are collecting and number 

needed are displayed on the box.  Last 

count, we still needed more toothpaste, lotion, tooth 

brushes and Kleenex in the full sizes.  We need the 
items by Sunday, December 13 so we can get them 

bagged and distributed to our Meals on Wheels partici-

pants.  Thanks so much for everyoneôs help.    

http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Mary_Holman@sil.org
http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Tom_Holman@sil.org
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://msp326.photobucket.com/albums/k411/hortibob/birthday_cake.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.myspace.com/mybollywoodspace&usg=__vXM3cYbPB0AczlZE9CkD_FnrLf0=&h=799&w=718&sz=286&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=HA6Ohva3JXJATM:&tbnh=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.peopleandpossibilities.com/Images/angels5.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.peopleandpossibilities.com/Angels.html&usg=__qrseUWjMrTKD-EqKEkBtY-M8Z_k=&h=332&w=350&sz=33&hl=en&start=11&tbnid=Z10LHafxJVHv4M:&tbnh=114
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.santamonicaconnect.org/blog/2008/09/29/mealsonwheelsslant.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.santamonicaconnect.org/blog/2008/11/meals-on-wheels-the-begining.html&usg=__w37Td0FBD1Gm77F5_TahUxvk7UI=&h=275&w=390&sz=2
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Fall Congregational Meeting Agenda 

December 13, 2009  --  11:15 A.M. 
  

I. Call to Order by President Skeels  

II.  Opening prayer by Pastor Bill Metting  

III. Consideration of 2009 Spending Plan for New Life in Christ Lutheran Church     
 Financial Status of Congregation         
 (Thanks to our Stewardship and Finance Committee for their work in developing our Spending Plan.) 

IV. Elections  

 A. Elect a 2009 Nominating Committee (Five members need to be elected to a one year term.) 

 B. Election of the NTNL Synod Assembly Voting Members from New Life in Christ Lutheran.   
     (The Assembly will be held from April 23rd to April 26th at the Amarillo Convention Center.) 

               Elect one lay male member   Elect one lay female member   

 C. Elect Ruby Wade to fill the unexpired term (one year) of Arthurine Wade as council representative to the  

      Parish Life Committee. 

V. Pastor Bill's Report         

VI. Report on Elections  

VII. Beginning discussions concerning the decisions of the 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly actions on the  

       issue of Human Sexuality  

   

  A. How do the decisions of the assembly affect New Life in Christ Lutheran Church? 

  B. Consideration of but no vote on a possible continuing resolution  

  
Declaration Regarding Same Gendered Relationships and Rostered Ministry at New Life in Christ Lutheran 
Church  
 
New Life in Christ Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. New Life in Christ 
Lutheran Church, as a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, understands that it has the right to 
call, or refuse to call, as a pastor or rostered lay leader any person who is on the roster of ordained ministers or lay    
rosters or any candidate approved for those rosters.  
 
New Life in Christ Lutheran Church, in accordance with the 2009 Churchwide Assembly which resolved that the      
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America "make provision in its policies to recognize the conviction of members who   
believe that this church should not call or roster people in a publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-gender 
relationship," declares that this congregation will not call a pastor or lay rostered leader who is or intends to be in such a 
same-gender relationship.  
 
The following provision also could be added:  
New Life in Christ Lutheran Church declares that marriages, civil unions, or blessings of persons in same- gender rela-
tionships will not be performed in this church building or authorized by this congregation.  This continuing resolution was 
approved by New Life in Christ Lutheran Church in congregational meeting on _______________, 20__. 
 
____________________________ Congregational Presidentôs Signature  
____________________________ Date 

 

Possible responses: 

 ___ New Life in Christ Lutheran Church passes the above continuing resolution. 

 ___Since New Life in Christ Lutheran Church already has the right to call and oversee the ministry that is done  

                   in the name of our congregation and since we in faith trust the actions of those whom  we elect to serve in  

                   leadership roles in the congregation, this resolution serves no good purpose. 
 

VII. Closing Prayer  
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News Briefing  
 

Thanks for Another Great Year of ministry together as the NT-NL Synod. Together 

we are supporting twenty students in seminary, a pastor-in-residence in Sierra Leone, 
several Hispanic/Latino mission starts, a Parish Lay Ministry Academy with over 100 
graduates, the construction of the Jubilee Centre in Freetown, campus ministry outreach 
at several universities including an important presence on the UNT/TWU campuses in 
Denton, ministries among people of Chinese, Oromo (Ethiopian), and Finnish descent, a 

medical clinic in Calaba Town, three annual gatherings of Junior and Senior high youth, a ever-growing 
camping and retreat ministry at Briarwood, and a whole variety of programs and services to support and care 
for our congregations and rostered leaders. Think of all this, and then layer on top of it all that we do nation-
ally and globally through our twenty-eight universities, hundreds of missionaries, multiple disaster relief pro-
grams, eight seminaries, world hunger appeal, and outreach programs by the thousands. By all accounts 
2009 was an active year in which our mutual support and commitments made far more happen than any one 
of us could have done separately. We are people who share a common call to DiscipleLife ï living within that 
amazing story that we speak of as ñGodôs work. Our hands.ò  

TCC Awards Pastor Ron Heimsoth  

Texas Conference of Churches ï the leading ecumenical 
organization of the state ï is giving its distinguished Fitz-
patrick Award posthumously to the Rev. Ron Heimsoth 
(Trinity, Fort Worth) who died August 29. Pastor Heimsoth 
was a member of the TCC Board, a tireless proponent of 
ecumenical work, and an active leader during TCCôs recent 
transitions. The award is given ñfor outstanding dedication to 
ecumenismò.  

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  

The Rev. Zan Holmes is the featured speaker at this gath-
ering of Christians from many denominations in the Dallas 
area ï hosted this year by King of Glory Lutheran Church in 
Dallas on January 21, 3-8 p.m. The celebration of Christian 
Unity also includes dinner and worship. Holmes is Pastor 
Emeritus of St. Luke ñCommunityò UMC Church in Dallas. 
He was active in the Civil Rights Movement, has taught at 
Perkins School of Theology, and served in the Texas House 
of Representatives.  

 

FYIé December Emphasis: Please pray for Lutheran Social Services  

 Thanks to many of you, the recent Dinner Fund-Raiser sponsored by the Mission Endowment Fund gathered in the 
largest amount of contributions ever raised by the annual event ï $9,000 to support NT-NL mission and ministry.  

 Lutheran Social Services (a part of Lutheran Services of America ï the largest social outreach network of social   
services in the world) reminds us to remember all those in need this Christmas season.  

 Let us pray for one another: the 2010 NT-NL Prayer Calendar is online at www.ntnl.org under ñCongregationsò.  

 Christmas Vespers , Texas Lutheran Universityôs annual celebration in music, takes place Dec. 4-6 on the TLU    
campus. Tickets are required, but free. Request tickets at www.TLU.edu, or by calling 830.372.6317.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The DiscipleLife Synod: The Northern Texas ï Northern Louisiana Synod, ELCA ï Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus  

To receive News Briefing electronically or by regular mail, contact SynodOffice@ntnl.org, 214.637.6865, or sign up at www.ntnl.org  

                           December, 2009  

__________________________________ 

                 NT-NL Synod, ELCA  

NT-NL DiscipleLife  

Faith, Fort Worth, is using Opening the Book of Faith  
during Advent. å First & Christ, Waco, have begun a 
joint effort by sharing the ministry of Pr. Paul Fiske. å 
Good Shepherd, Irving, launched a new web site 
GSLCIrving.com. å First United, Dallas, offers a class 
on Martin Luther: His Time and Teachings taught by 
Pastor Mark Herbener. å Rejoice, Coppell, had a 
pumpkin patch, a  recyclable day, and a new outreach 
through Angel Food Pantry. å New Hope, Keller, col-
lects winter clothing for Beautiful Feet Ministries. å 
First, Longviewôs Parish Nurse provides glucose 
checks and information on prevention measures for the 
H1N1 virus. å Grace, Carrollton, dedicated three 
stained glass windows designed by youth and went on 
a mission trip to Parsons, MO. å Four Mile, Mabank, 
(and other of our congregations) recently purchased a 
AED defibrillator for emergencies. å Midland, Midland, 
partners with 5 other congregations to provide all 500 
students at the local elementary school with a yearôs 
worth of school supplies.  
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NEW LIFE IN CHRIST   

  CAREGIVERôS CORNER 

November was ñAlzheimerôs Awarenessò 
month and the Memory Walk on November 21 
was a great success.  Thanks to those at 
NLIC who supported the Walk. 

Our Caregiverôs Support Group meeting for the month of 
December will be meeting one week early (Saturday,       
December 12, 11:00 A.M.-12:30 P.M.) due to the Christmas 
holidays. We will focus on caregivers as they are very     
special.  There will be small gifts as a way of saying ñthank 
youò for all that they do for their loved one. This meeting is 
open to all with special emphasis on past and present care-
givers. We will also have Memory Walk 
shirts commemorating the 2009 Mem-
ory Walk. 

We invite members to come out and 

join us or just drop in and give a care-

giver an ñangel hug.ò Holidayò snacks 

will be available.  Please come and 

share in the love of these caregivers.       

Education Committee News 

Great things have been happening with our Education 
Program this year.  Each Sunday we have 
had an average of 31 adults and children 
attending one of our 3 classes.  The kids 
are doing a great job of singing at open-
ings and they are learning to pray for oth-
ers as well as their own needs.  The chil-
dren are busy working on their Christmas 
program entitled ñChristmas Joyò which 
will be presented during the morning worship service on 
December 13

th
.  The children have the following practice 

schedule: 

November 22nd: Pass out and read through parts. 

November 29th:  Practice after church. 

December 6
th
:  Practice after church. 

December 9
th:

  Practice with choir. 

December 12
th
  Dress rehearsal with pizza! 

 

If our children learn nothing else from us, they need to 
know that the Father has sent His Son to seek and save 
the lost sinners of this world.  There is no lesson which will 
ever be as needed, as important, as long lasting as the 
one which says, ñFor God so loved the world, he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.ò 

________________________________________________ 

Celebrating with our Members  
 
The following members are celebrating the    
anniversary of their baptisms in December: 
 

Patrice Pruitt-Story 12/1  Anita Hicock  12/21 

Kathy Hanne      12/9  Alyssa Hill  12/23 

James Gallatin      12/10 Judy Anderson  12/25 

Melody Larson      12/13 Robert Johnson  12/25 

JoAnn Jensen      12/15 Erin Fitzgerald  12/26 

Sally Adamson      12/18 Judy Strickland  12/30 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Christmas Eve Worship 
December 24 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

How do we get from the mall to the manger?   
We rush around, trying to buy Christmas peace amid the 
chaos and the noise of our secular life, hoping to fill our 
hearts with God's heavenly peace.  

 

Please join the musicians of New Life In Christ Lutheran 
Church at 6:30pm before our Festival of Lessons and Car-
ols on Christmas Eve  as we prepare our hearts and minds 
to welcome the birth of a tiny baby, 
foretold by prophets and adored by 
angels, born to carry the weight of 
all our sins.  The birth of this pure, 
holy, yet lowly baby gives us our 
freedom, so we can be of one pur-
pose, worshiping together the birth 
of Christ, our Savior.   

 

You will hear variations on a theme of "Silent Night"  -- the 
traditional text/new words/no spoken words at all, unfamiliar 
music/music you've known by heart as long as you can re-
member.  Please come -- we need you to join us in our medi-
tation on "Silent Night."  

Parish Life Plans Exciting Progressive Dinner 

December 5 at 5:30 p.m. 

Please mark your calendars and sign up for this yearôs Pro-
gressive Dinner entitled ñGod Bless the USAò when we will 
celebrate the various regions of this great country. 

Parish Life members will provide brisket, chicken, baked 
potatoes and beverages popular in the South with a special 
focus on Texas.  Members planning to attend may sign up 
to bring an appetizer from the west coast, a salad or vege-
tables from the mid west or a dessert from the east coast.  
Sign up sheets are posted on the bulletin board outside the 
ñchairò room. 

Of course, the evening would not be complete without a 
visit from the ñWright Familyò.  Letôs see what they are up to 
this year.  Be sure to bring a White Elephant gift in a brown 
paper bag for each person that plans to attend.  Everyone 
will go home with what is assured to be an ñinterestingò and 
if you are lucky, useful gift. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.paraorkut.com/img/pics/glitters/a/angels-1631.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.graphicshunt.com/search/1/angels.htm&usg=__hDIJ6SJwMSrtfSNZh5Ut7cwhnaM=&h=320&w=327&sz=109&hl=en&start=11&tbnid=wT5Jj_cTxTO7kM:&tb

