
  

Calling all Fifth Graders and Their Parents   
 

During the month of October Pastor Bill will be teaching a class that will 
prepare those young people in the fifth grade and above to participate in 
the Sacrament of Holy Communion with their parentsô approval.  Pastor Bill 
will be using a program for this instruction that was newly developed by 

Augsburg-Fortress called: "Fed and Forgiven".  
 

Pastor Bill encourages both students and parents to 
attend the first session on October 4th so that the 
parents will know what to expect from the class.  
Then after the fourth class session on November 1st 
Pastor Bill will meet individually with parents and 
children to give them the option of having their child 
receive the sacrament.  The first Sunday of           
receiving the sacrament for these fifth graders after      
securing their parents approval will be on Sunday, 
November 1st ï All Saints Day. 
 

The dates and topics for the class are as follows: 

October 4th  Jesus gives us the Gift of Communion (parents and    

   students both attend)  

October 11th  Communion Connects Us with God's Saving Love  

October 18th  NO CLASS 

October 25
th
 Communion Feeds us in Many Ways  

November 1st Communion Prepares us to Serve Others    
  (Pastor meets individually with parents and 

  students after class.)  
 

Pastor Bill is looking forward to sharing this special time of learning and 
preparation with those in the fifth grade and their parents. By the way,    
parents are welcome to attend all sessions with their child's approval. 

 

First Communion Classes 

"Fed and Forgiven" 

Fifth Graders 

The Witness 

New Life in Christ Lutheran Church 

NLIC Member Profiles 
Game Night 

2 

Women of the ELCA Retreat 
Church Work Day 

3 

Thoughts for the Journey 
Church Picnic 

4 

NTNL Synod News Briefing 5 

Alzheimerõs Caretaker Support  
Church Directory 

6 

See the Youth Plans 
Marriage Encounter Weekend 

7 

Inside this issue: 

  October, 2009                                                                                 Volume 30, Issue 10 

311 S. Cockrell Hill, Duncanville, TX 75116 

Bill Metting, Pastor 

972-296-2035 (office) 

Email: bmetting@sbcglobal.net 

                          www.newlifeinchrist.org  

NLIC Church Council 

Executive Committee 

President Chuck Skeels 

Vice President Keith Clicque 

Secretary Nikki Askelson 

Treasurer Bill Strickland  

Church Council 

Gene Carr 

Nancy Coleman ð Zacharias 

Ira Hodges 

Jerry Keosoff 

Ruby Wade 

Church Secretary 

 Pat Blankenship  

The Witness Editor  

 Patrice Pruitt -Story 

mailto:bmetting@sbcglobal.net
http://www.newlifeinchrist.org
http://www.ocdsrose.com/8_up_First_Communion_Keepsake_sacred girl.JPG
http://blogs.phillyburbs.com/news/bcct/wp-content/blogs.dir/2/files/2008/October/Wednesday/all_saints_c.JPG


2 

NLIC Member Profiles  
This is the ninth  of a monthly series of member profiles to encourage members to get to know one another a little better.  W e would 
like to feature two of our members each month.  If you would like to be included, please contact Chuck Skeels. 

Occupation :  
Unemployed Horticulturist 
 

Schools: Bachelors Degree 
from Texas A&M  
 

Family:  Wife Carolyn, Chil-
dren 3 ï Ian and wife Katie, 
Michael and fiancée Courtney, 
and Leah and her husband 

Kenny: Grandchildren ï Kristian age 3, Simon age 1 year, 
Shelby 12 years, Robert 16 years, and Kasey 17 years. 
 

How long have you lived in the Dallas area?  We 
moved to Dallas from Bryan in the fall of 1990; moved to 
Bermuda for almost 3 years, and then returned to Dallas 
two years ago. 
 

Committees:   I serve on the New Life in Christ Church 
Council as the Liaison to the Worship and Music           
Committee, and am a member of the Genesis Group.  

Hobbies:   Reading, cooking, camping, camp cooking, and 
pottery/sculpture. 
 

Sports or other interests:   N/A 

 

What is your favorite type of food ?    A close look at 
my physical profile and you will note that I like almost any 
kind of food.   
 

 

What are your favorite movies?   Comedy; although, 
my favorite movie is ñFiddler on the Roofò. 
 

 
 

What is the best advice you have ever received ?  
Sometimes you have to allow others to help you, thereby 
allowing them to fulfill Godôs mission for them. 
 
 

What brought you to NLIC ?  My wife, Carolyn was 
instrumental in bringing me to NLIC. Most of you, heard 
that story during my Miracles and Blessings. 
How long have you attended NLIC? Occasionally, 
since 1991, and became a member in December 2003. 
 

What keeps you at NLIC?  I have asked myself that 
question on numerous occasions, and always the answer 
is ñthe peopleò. We are a diverse group, who seem to al-
ways find common ground on which to worship God. 
What are you passionate about doing at NLIC?   
Helping the congregation grow physically and spiritually. 
Helping each of us find, within ourselves new ways to wor-
ship God.  
 

What is your favorite activity at NLIC?   Providing a 
Sunday worship service for clients of the Duncanville Re-
habilitation Center on the 2nd Sunday of each month. 
What is your most memorable activity at NLIC?    

Preaching a sermon when pastor was away. Standing in 
front of the entire congregation, looking out on my friends, 
seeing the acceptance of me in a different role, and know-
ing that they were sure that I could handle the job. 

Is there anything else you would like someone to 
know about you ?   I am retired from the U.S. Naval   
Reserve. I spent 14 ½ years on active duty, retired after 8 
years of Reserve duty.  
                   

Gene Carr  

 

 

When:   October 16, 2009 

Time:   6:30 p.m. ð 9 p.m. 

Where:   Fellowship Hall at NLIC 

Who:   Itôs for everyone ð no age limit!! 

Bring:   Your friends, your family, your favorite 
  game and your appetite 

Provided:  Food, snacks and drinks provided 
   

How:   To participate, just sign up on the sign 

  up sheet on the bulletin board 

Important ðAll Saints Costume Party  

 
Everyone that attends is encouraged to wear Hallow-
een costumes to celebrate All 
Saints Day ð this includes 
adults and kids.  We will have 
movies and candy for the kids. 

 

Adultsðuse your imagination.  
Letôs see what creativity we 
have in this congregation. 
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Women of the ELCA Retreat 
Scheduled for October 9 -11, 

2009 at Briarwood  

Ladiesðmark your calendars now and save 
October 9-11, 2009 for the Women of the 
ELCA retreat that will be held at Briarwood.  
A spiritually rewarding and fun weekend is 
promised. 

Parma Kersten has registration forms for this event.  Come 
and enjoy the fellowship of other Lutheran women. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

News from the Holmanôs 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at New Life in Christ, 
 

We're gradually getting settled  into our new home in Ta-
male.  Most of our boxes are unpacked, and Tom has 
arranged the furniture to my satisfaction.  I've now 
reached the point of thinking about what to hang on the 
walls! 

One of the things Tom had to do was find a way to make 
the road leading to our house passable.  We're now in 
the heaviest part of the rainy season (it rains every day), 

and we've only been able to get to 
the house by engaging the 4-wheel-
drive on our truck and slithering 
around the last corner.  So last 
weekend, Tom arranged for a 
pickup, and Mr. Alhassan, (our 
night security guard)   arranged to 
get rocks, and with the help of a 

couple of his friends they hauled seven pickup loads of 
large rocks and placed them judiciously in the gullies in 
the road! 

We were very grateful to Mr. Alhassan and his friends.  It 
was hot and thirsty work, but they did it cheerfully even 
though they're fasting from food and drink during the day 
this month (it's the Muslim month of fasting called Rama-
dan).  Pray that God would shower them with blessings, 
and that they would come to know Jesus the              
Messiah.  And pray that we would live our lives so that 
they and our other Muslim friends would see Jesus in us. 

Thank you for your faithful prayers.  God is at work when 
you pray. 

In Godôs Hands, 

Mary and Tom 

 

Happy Birthday to You!  
 

When you see the following people this month, 
take a minute and wish them a Happy Birthday: 

 

Jerry Keosoff - 10/4  Dustin Sims ð 10/19 

Chris Bartlettð10/6  Megan Riley ð10/21 

Alexis Rosebrock ð 10/6 Melody Larsonð10/22 

Christan Rosebrock ð 10/6 James Aars ð 10/26 

Rachelle Wareð10/7  Mayra Espinoza ð 10/26 

Jennifer Hill ð 10/13  James Adamson ð 10/28 

Lisa Dennis ð 10/15  Jim Adamson ð 10/28 

Greg Cornwell ð 10/17 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

E-mail addresses:  
Mary_Holman@sil.org 

Tom_Holman@sil.org  

Celebrating with our Members  
 

The following members are celebrating their 
wedding anniversary in October: 
 

 David & Michele Etemad ð October 18 
     

 Bill & Linda Metting ð October 19 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Help WantedðGreat Compensation!! 

The NLIC fall work day is scheduled for Saturday,  Octo-
ber 3, 2009, from 9 a.m. to Noon.  All members are invited 
to come and share in this fellowship event as we all work 
together to trim bushes, cut the grass, clean windows, 
change filters in the a/c units, 
clean out the refrigerator é.. 
and much, much more! 

 There is a sign-up sheet in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please sign 
up today so that you can get 
the task of your choice.        
Remember, many hands make light work. 

NLIC Blood Drive Set for November 15  

Mark your calendar now for the next NLIC Blood Drive which 
will be held on Sunday, November 15, 2009.  Our goal is to get 
15 donors.   We are very close as we had 13 at our April 2009 
blood drive.   

Watch the next newsletter for 
details on the upcoming blood 
drive. 

Help give someone else the gift of 
life.  Many people cannot donate 
blood because of health issues or 
because they are on medications 
that prevent them from donating. 

 

http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Mary_Holman@sil.org
http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Tom_Holman@sil.org
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://msp326.photobucket.com/albums/k411/hortibob/birthday_cake.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.myspace.com/mybollywoodspace&usg=__vXM3cYbPB0AczlZE9CkD_FnrLf0=&h=799&w=718&sz=286&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=HA6Ohva3JXJATM:&tbnh=1
http://www.ehsnrc.org/images/BTT09/hands.jpg
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Service Committee Happenings 
 

Mount Olive Food Pantry  

Thanks to everyone for their donations to Mount Olive this 

summer.  As we spring forward to the fall months please 

keep filling the cart each week at the church.  This is great 

way for NLIC members to help others during the upcoming 

months as the kids return to school.   Any questions contact 

Pat or Carolyn.    

Quilting Supplies  

Thank you to everyone who has 

donated quilting supplies to us.  

Please keep the donations com-

ing as it takes a lot of supplies to 

make 70 plus quilts.  All donations 

are gladly accepted!      

   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thoughts for the Journey ï 
SECRET SINS  
(By Debbie Preuss)  

 

 The secret sins I try to hide  
 In my spirit do abide  

 
 Hidden not from God above  
 As He looks at me with eyes of love  

 
 I try to turn my face away  
 For I don't really want to obey  

 
 This "secret sin" seems so much fun  
 I stay when I know I should run  

 
 I seem to be so firmly entrenched  
 Accustomed to it's familiar stench  

 
 But He draws me out through His love  
 He never tries to push or shove  

 
 He gently shows me the way  
 Until I choose to Him obey  

 
 Then He holds me in forgiveness close  
 The One who loves me the most  

 
 He cleans my spirit where they abide  
 The secret sins I try to hide  

 
 They were hidden not from God above  
 Now He holds me close in His embrace of love  

 
 He saw my sins all along  
 He's come alongside to make me strong  

 
 He's forgiven the past and the future too  
 I know He'll do the same for you  

 
 He understands like no one can  
 For He's fully God and was fully man  

 
 My Father loves me, so to Him I pray  
 Give me the strength Lord, just for today 

 

 

Special State Fair Church Picnic Planned 
on October 4, 2009 ð Free Will Offering 
to Help Fund Marty Hillôs Last Year at 

Seminary  

Canôt make it to the State Fair of Texas this year?  Is it just too 
expensive?  Do you miss the funnel cakes, corny dogs and 
other State Fair treats? 

 

Well, donôt despair!  The Parish Life, Property, Wor-
ship & Music, Education and Youth Committees are 
planning a special worship service and picnic on 
Sunday, October 4, 2009.   Weather permitting, the 
worship service will be held outside on the grounds of NLIC.  
Please plan to wear comfortable shoes and clothes and bring 

your lawn chairs. 

 

Parish Life will bring State Fair culi-
nary delights to NLIC.  Can you al-
ready smell the roasted corn cooking 
or hear the sizzle of the hot oil as the 
corny dogs are being cooked?  Is 
your mouth watering for a delicious 
funnel cake?  The only food that the 
congregation is asked to bring are 

cakes, cupcakes, cookies, brownies or pies for the cake walk.   

 

This is Marty Hillôs last year at seminary and we are asking 
members to bring a donation to help Marty fund his final year.  

Following the picnic, several games are planned such as the 
ring toss, ducks in the pond, fishing, basketball toss, and dart 
toss.  Come and try your luck at these games. 

 

Please plan to come and share in this special worship service 
and church picnic. 

http://rationalrevolution.net/images/clouds-jesus.jpg
http://www.parishofllantrisant.org.uk/praying.jpg
http://stevewebel.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/02/corny_dog.jpg
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Thereôs an awful lot going on!  

 

News Briefing  
The Book of Faith Initiative  
is alive and well at Four Mile Lutheran Church in Mabank, Texas. Timothe and Tammy Mast, church members 
and Parish Lay Ministers at Four Mile, will tell you that about three-quarters of the active families have chosen to 
welcome the Lutheran Study Bible and add it to their study resources. The Mastôs helped the members put to-
gether a bulk order (getting a discount for ordering ten or more), even though the Mastôs themselves, in a bit of 
impatience, had already ordered their own. Today visitors in one of the Bible studies at Four Mile would be quick 
to notice all of the baby blue Bibles all around the tables. In fact, because there are so many and itôs hard to tell 
them apart, Tammy has begun decorating each one with different hand-painted flowers so that each family can 

distinguish theirs. You would see white dogwoods, pink dogwoods, grapes, and bluebonnets ï with members waiting in line for others 
to be painted. ñDuring Bible studies, it is a visual affirmation of the one Word that we share being embraced by the many different per-
sonalities and gifts that we each bring to the tableò said Tammy.  

 

 

Oct. 4 Sunday Brunch ï Briarwood (10 a.m. ï 2 p.m.).  

Scrumptious food, great fellowship, low cost.  

Oct. 12 Bishopôs Convocation (M,T,W) ï Briarwood.  

Greenback$, Giving and Grace - rostered leaders.  

Oct. 13 Installation of Pr. Jane Mar ï Briarwood, 7 pm.  

Our new Bishop Assistant ï (picnic at 5:30 p.m.).  

Oct. 17 Spread the Spiritôs Fire ï Arlington, 9 a.m.  

Learn about DiscipleLife Alive!  

Oct. 17 MEF Dinner Fund Raiser ï Dallas, 4-7 p.m.  

Support our synodôs mission efforts.  

Oct. 25 Oktoberfest ï Briarwood (starts 3 p.m.).  

Food, program and dedication of the new cabins.  

Oct. 31 Spread the Spiritôs Fire ï Clifton, 9 a.m.  

Learn about DiscipleLife Alive!  

Oct. 31 Marty Party ï First United, Dallas (2-7 p.m.).  

A celebration of the loveliness and quirkiness of being        
Lutheran. Speaker Mark Tranvik.  
 

Plus Two Great Workshops Offered  

Luther and Worship is a one-day workshop (Oct. 24) taught by Pr. Mark Herbener and offered by the Parish Lay     

Ministry Academy (9 a.m. ï 3:30 p.m.). The workshop, Equipping Everyday People to Read the Bible (Nov. 21), will 

be taught by Libby Buuck and Pr. Ryan Mills. The $35 registration fee includes lunch; info contact PLMA.  

FYIé October Emphasis: MEF & the Lutheran Foundation of the SW 

 Information about the work of the 2009 Churchwide Assembly in Minneapolis is found online. Bishop Kanouse wrote daily reflections 

from the assembly and a pastoral letter regarding the policy changes that were adopted.  

 Read a Position Paper from our Goal Team C on the proposed U.S. Department of Peace.  

 Cherish Our Children offers a helpful Summary of the Social Statement on Human Sexuality adopted by the 2009 Churchwide         

Assembly, especially on issues of sexual exploitation and abuse.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The DiscipleLife Synod: The Northern Texas ï Northern Louisiana Synod, ELCA ï Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus  

To receive News Briefing electronically or by regular mail, contact SynodOffice@ntnl.org, 214.637.6865.  

                               October, 2009  

__________________________________ 

                 NT-NL Synod, ELCA  

NT-NL DiscipleLife  

New Hope, Keller, makes its facilities available to 

Open Arms ï an organization for abused women 

and their  children. å Trinity, Sherman, used its 

Fifth Sunday to focus on World Hunger. å The staff 

at Advent, Arlington, takes a day each quarter to 

engage in a community service project. å Gloria 

Dei, Garland, has a Helping Hands ministry that 

does small repairs for members. å Calvary, Rich-

land Hills, supports the Presbyterian Night Shel-

ter. å Our Saviour, Tyler, teaches Faith 5 to help    

parents and children talk about faith at home. å 

Several NT-NL congregations, including New Life 

in Christ, Duncanville , help support the Food 

Pantry at Mount Olive, Dallas . å Calvary, San 

Angelo, held a Rally Day Backpack Blessing. å 

Gloria Dei, Lubbock , is engaged in the Texas 

Ramp Project for area homes. å Many NT-NL  

congregations work with Habitat for Humanity.  
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                           Why Is It Necessary to be  

Quiet in Church?  
 

A Sunday school teacher asked 

her children as they were on the 

way to church service,  

'And why is it necessary to be  

quiet in church?'  

One bright little girl replied,  

óBecause people are sleeping.'   

NEW LIFE IN CHRIST   

  CAREGIVERôS CORNER 

The Alzheimer Memory Walk takes place on November 21 
at the Dallas Zoo.  We will try very hard to present the Alz-

heimer Project during the month of Septem-
ber 2009.  An announcement will be placed 
in the Sundayôs bulletin.  Dr. Elizabeth 
Doller will be assisting with the Alzheimer 
Caregiverôs Support Group and we wel-
come her with open arms. 
 

Celebrating with our Members  
 
The following members are celebrating the   
anniversary of their baptisms: 
 
Keith Clicque 10/1  Tom Teske 10/16 

John Dietz 10/1  Rachelle Ware 10/20 

Betty Doller 10/10  Jackie Askelson   10/26 

Mandi Askelson   10/15  Lisa Dennis 10/29 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Smile !!!!  

Itôs Time to Get Pictures Taken for the 
Church Directory  

Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 
4 and October 11, 2009 to get your    
picture taken for the Church  Directory. 

Pictures will also be taken on November 
1 for people that are not available on  
either October 4 or 11. 

The pictorial directory is an excellent way to put a name with 
a friendly face. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

YOU ARE INVITED!!  

You are invited to an Oktoberfest celebration at Briarwood 

on Sunday, October 25th starting at 3:00 p.m.  It's time to 

celebrate all that God is doing to renew, rebirth, and re-

build the ministry at Briarwood. 

The day will include a wonderful meal by our talented 

chefs, highlights of some of the exciting events since last 

year, a time to share hopes and dreams, and the dedica-

tion of the three new Oak Grove cabins  

God has been stirring up some excitement at Briarwood. 

 

We are RENEWED by what God is doing - calling us to be 

a natural setting where people experience God's love. 

 

We have been REBIRTHED - given a new beginning with 

our new and growing staff and more and more groups us-

ing our facilities. 
 

We are REBUILDING - physically (such as our new Oak 

Grove Cabins, new Labyrinth, rebuilt Meadows, new park-

ing, etc.) as well as spiritually (through prayer and Bible 

study) and financially (as we seek to consistently be good 

stewards. There is no cost for this fun event but we ask 

that reservations be made by calling the Briarwood office 

at 940-241-2099 or by contacting us by email at 

jean@briarwoodretreat.org. 

So please join us on October 25th for our annual Oktober-

fest celebration as we offer our thanks for our partner-

ship in the outdoor ministry of our church. 

+ Peace + 

 

 

Pastor Rob Moore 

Executive Director, Briarwood Lutheran Ministries 

The Briarwood Vine 

Providing a Natural Setting Where People            
Experience God's Love  


