
  

On July 12, 2009 New Life in Christ Lutheran Church will be 
experiencing a dramatic, and quite frankly, a very dangerous 
transformation. We will be renovating our Sanctuary and turn-

ing it into a Crocodile Dock!   

You have to be careful where you step, because you donôt want 
to get eaten by those nasty Crocôs! But donôt worry because 
during that week we will be teaching kids that God is with us 

and that God is powerful, so they will not be afraid. 

If you were in church on Easter Sunday, you saw the large 
number of children that were at the service.  Letôs invite all of 
themé.and more...to Vacation Bible School! 

Did you know that Vacation Bible Study isnôt just for kids?  It is 
for every age group in our congregation.  We invite all the adult 
members of NLIC to come and experience VBS through the 
eyes of a child, remembering that God is with us and that God 
is powerful. 

There are also many opportunities for members to help with this week long event.  
Crafty people are needed to help make the sets, volunteers are needed to help teach 

the lessons, help with arts and crafts and games, and we also 
need people to help with donating food and helping to serve it. 

How will you help?  Remember, many hands make light work!  
Contact either Keith Clicque or Chuck Skeels and let them know 
how you will be a part of this yearôs VBS! 

Come join in the fun!  Invite your friends, bring your grandchil-
dren, nieces and nephews ð and letôs rock on the Crocodile Dock! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Time and Talent Surveys Due June 29  

It is time to complete a Time and Talent Survey for this year.  Please pick up a Time and 
Talent Survey when you pick up your newsletter, which will be right next to the       
newsletter on the table outside of the sanctuary.   

There have been some changes this year.  Stewardship and Finance as well as Youth 
and Education have been split into separate committees. Several committees have   
revised their list of ways to serve.   

Pray about your responses, follow the instructions in the survey, complete it and then 
return it to NLIC no later than June 29

th
.  Be sure to put your name on the survey.   

Thank you from your Stewardship Committee. 

mailto:bmetting@sbcglobal.net
http://www.newlifeinchrist.org
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NLIC Member Profiles  
This is the fifth of a monthly series of member profiles to encourage members to get to know one another a little better.  We  ar e fea-
turing two of our members each month.  If you would like to be included, please contact Chuck Skeels.  

Mandi Askelson  

Occupation/School:  Tarleton State  

University and Bath and Body Works Part-

time 

Family:   Parents: Steve and Jackie, sister 

Nikki and animals: Bud, Louie, and Oreo  
How long have you lived in the    
Dallas area?   My whole life -19 years.  

Committees:   Youth/Education and Parish Life Helper 
 
Hobbies:  Besides shoppingé I love to fish, 

hunt, and occasionally scrapbooking. 
 

Sports or other interests:   Enjoy softball 

and watching baseball 
 
What is your favorite type of food?   Italian  

What are your favorite movies?   Chick Flicks or     

Comedies  
What is the best advice you have ever received?   
ñWear a helmet, lifeôs rough.ò  

What brought you to NLIC?   My parents  
How long have you attended NLIC?  I have been      

coming here since I was in my mommyôs tummy -19 ½ years.  
What keeps you at NLIC?  The people - everyone here is 

my extended family. And I guess because Iôm Lutheran and donôt 

like change!  

What are you passionate about doing at NLIC?    I just 

really enjoy helping out wherever I can.  

What is your favorite activity at NLIC?   I always     

enjoyed the youth gatherings in Addison.  
What is your most memorable activity at NLIC?   
Vacation Bible School is always interesting and memorable.  

Is there anything else you would like someone to 

know about you ?   I think everyone knows me pretty wellé 

most of them have watched me grow from a little girl with ruffled 

socks into a young lady. And for me NLIC will always be home. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Ral Aars  

Occupation:  Managing Partner ï eHealth-

Partners. We administer healthcare benefit    
programs for the employees and families of      
self-insured employers.  

Schools: BA - Baylor University. MA - Michigan 

State University. Post Graduate Studies ï Freie 
Universitaet, Berlin, Germany. Honors Graduate 

ï National Defense University, Washington, DC. 

Family:  Wife ï Barbara. Our sons and their wives ï Christian & 

Heather, James & Krissy, Michael & Allison. Our triplet grand-
babies ï Ellie, William, and Joshua. 

How long have you lived in the Dallas area? 25 yrs. 

Committees:  Church Health Team  

Hobbies:   Photography. Using the Internet to stay in touch with 

family, friends, and former colleagues around the world. Being 
ñHandy Dadò around the house. 

Sports or other interests:   Introducing the DeSoto Eagle 

Band and Eaglettes Drill Team at football game half-
times, Stadium announcer at DeSotoôs Eagle Field, 
and Emcee at the annual DeSoto Invitational   
Marching Classic. 

What is your favorite type of food?      
Lutefisk. 

What are your favorite movies?   Mysteries. 

What is the best advice you have ever received?   If 
you donôt know where you are going, any road will take you there. 

What brought you to NLIC?   Chemistry. As newcomers to 

the area, we visited all the Lutheran churches in the Dallas south-
ern suburbs. We were drawn to New Life because of the warm 
and welcoming atmosphere, and by the inspired and inspiring 
leadership of Pastor Hammer. We were also impressed by the 
follow-up visit to our home by Parma Kersten and Kathy Hanne, 
as well as Pastor Hammer, immediately after our first visit. 

How long have you attended NLIC?  25 yrs. 

What keeps you at NLIC?  Chemistry. There is a caring 

cohesion that truly creates and sustains the ñCommunion Of 
Saintsò atmosphere which blesses this congregation. The Holy 
Spirit is conspicuously at work here. 

What are you passionate about doing at NLIC?   
Witnessing. I enjoy teaching Sunday School and participating in 
the Worship Service as a lector, communion assistant, usher, 
greeter, and lay preacher. I am always eager to meet the visitors 
to our church and to encourage them to join us. 

What is your favorite activity at NLIC?   Donôt know 
that I have a ñfavoriteò per se. The worship service is the high 
point of the week for me, and is therefore, the centerpiece. But the 
worship service itself includes many inspiring and motivating ele-
ments including the liturgy, the reading of the scriptures, the spe-
cial music, the hymns, the homily, and the Sacrament. The fellow-
ship that precedes and follows the worship is also among my 
ñfavoriteò things.  And I always look forward to the ñMiracles And 
Blessingsò testimonials. 

(contôd on next column) 

Ral Aars (contôd) 

What is your most memorable activity at NLIC? 
The day we joined; the day the congregation, Barb, and I together 
presented our sons with their first Bibles; and the day each of our 
sons was confirmed. 

 Is there anything else you would like someone to 
know about you?  I deeply cherish the rich musical heritage 

of the Lutheran Church and believe it is our strongest, most 
unique legacy. I really do not care for the alternative liturgies or 
the altered language in the creeds and Lordôs Prayer. I am a 
sucker for Girl Scout cookies. I am sinfully impatient with poorly 
run meetings. I can speak German and am illiterate in several 
other languages. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Norway-Lutefisk-01.jpg
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dibonadesigns.com/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderpictures/Scrapbook-03.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dibonadesigns.com/id25.html&usg=__Ea6EX9MvY4NGjIP91KZQ3W_k6Ew=&h=432&w=432&sz=68&hl=en&start=15&sig2=kadYHN1E
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2009 ELCA National Youth 

Gathering ð July 22-26, 2009  

Please keep Dylan and Alexander in 
your prayers as they prepare for this life-changing event. 

~~~~~~~ 

Stewardship - "Where your Heart 
Is"  ---  Sowing and Reaping  

 
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully. 2 Corinthians 9:6  
 
Joyce found her own way to nurseôs training. It was 1944. 
The government promised to pick up the cost of anyone 
who would volunteer for duty upon graduation. She 
jumped at the chance.  

It was difficult. The studies, the long hours, and distance 
from the family. Her duty on a psych floor in Kansas 
brought home the reality of war and initiated her into her 
profession.  

Fifty years later, a lifetime of caring with hands and heart 
had passed. In her community, people knew her. She 
had cried with parents who had 
lost a child to meningitis. When a 
family came in burned by a house 
fire, she rode in the ambulance, 
consoling and comforting with 
words and actions. She started the 
local Hospice program, spent 10 years walking 200 stu-
dents through LPN training at the local vocational school, 
and educated the community on the concerns of aging 
before she was done. Person after person would remem-
ber her kind care during a difficult time. They would stop 
her on the street to thank her.  

When Joyce had heart trouble, it was her turn to be on 
the receiving end. The word went out. Joyceôs birthday. 
Would you send a card? They arrived. Collected in secret 
until they could be poured out on the table, onto her lap, 
spilling card after card onto the floor. Not quite bags and 
bags, but enough to get the message across.  

Thank you, Joyce, for hearing the call, packing your suit-
case, and getting on that bus. A bountiful harvest from a 
life bountifully lived.  

NLIC Youth Receive Bibles  

On Palm Sunday, Virginia Ines Espinoza,  Allason Nicole 
Hale, and Zachary Noah Hill were each presented with a 
Bible engraved with his or her name. We 
recognize that there are many steps and 
stages in the journey of faith and as a third 
grader, each is on the threshold of true 
understanding.  

~~~~~~~ 

 

Itôs Fun! 

Itôs For Everyone!! 

When:   June 19, 2009 

Time:   6:30 p.m. ð 9 p.m. 

Where:   Fellowship Hall at NLIC 

Who:   Itôs for everyone ð no age limit!! 

Bring:   Your friends, your family, your favorite 
  game and your appetite 

Provided:  Food, snacks and drinks provided 
   
How:   To participate, just sign up on the sign 

  up sheet on the bulletin board 

 

Thoughts for the Journey  
Henry Emerson Fosdick  

 

"Fear imprisons, Faith liberates;  

Fear paralyzes, Faith empowers;  

Fear disheartens, Faith encourages;  

Fear sickens, Faith heals;  

Fear makes useless, Faith makes 

serviceable;  

And most of all, Fear puts hopeless-

ness at the heart of life, while Faith rejoices in it's 

God."   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://rlv.zcache.com/live_by_faith_card-p137883515886829508q53o_400.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.zazzle.co.uk/live_by_faith_card-137883515886829508&usg=__Qsx19FHCWYEYdat9y7wsa8z14_0=&h=400&w=400&sz=18&hl=en&start=170&s
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rwjf.org/files/publications/annual/2006/images/img-nursing.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rwjf.org/files/publications/annual/2006/yir/nursing.html&usg=__yUbLkfJ2gevLld2dMtry6dVCL-c=&h=300&w=500&sz=28&hl=en&star


4 

News from the Holmanôs 

Dear Brothers and Sisters at New Life in Christ, 

 

There is more good news from the Anufo Project.  They 
had a ñLiteracy Dayò in April ï a day set aside to honor 
those who have learned to read and write Anufo by 
awarding certificates to them.  This year 1000 people 
received certificates.  Praise God with us that these  
people will now be able to read His Word in Anufo for 
themselves. 
We also learned that the audio recording of the complete 
Anufo New Testament will start around June 15.  This is 
a program called ñFaith Comes by Hearingò (FCBH), from 
Hosanna Ministries in the US.  The purpose of the pro-
gram is to reach those who canôt read and write with 
Godôs Word in their own language.  Communities form 
ñlistening groupsò, which gather to hear about 15-20 min-
utes of the NT on a regular basis, and then a facilitator 
leads them in discussion about what theyôve 
heard.  Many people have come to know Jesus and 
many churches have been planted through FCBH.  Pray  
that the recording will go well and that the production 
would be smooth. 
Weôre so thankful for all those who are praying and giving 
sacrificially so that Godôs Word can go out to the Anufo, 
Waja, Lewami, and all the other Bibleless peoples in their 
heart languages.  We thank God  that our home church in 
Racine , WI , has given us the funds we need to buy our 
return tickets to Ghana .  Please pray  that we would 
soon have all the funds we need each month, so that we 
can return ASAP!   
 
Yours Partners in Reaching 
the Last Languages, 
 
Mary and/for Tom Holman 
 

E-mail addresses:  
Mary_Holman@sil.org 

Tom_Holman@sil.org  

Happy Birthday to You!  
 

When you see the following people this month, 
take a minute and wish them a Happy Birthday: 

 

Sue Polinski  6/1  Ian Carr  6/15 

Jerry Kersten  6/5  Melissa Dykman  6/15 

Judith Anderson  6/7  Robert Kelley  6/17 

John Johnston  6/8  Kristal Sims  6/18 

Steven Hanne 6/9  Betty Doller  6/24 

Bill Metting  6/9  Jessica Dykman  6/24 

Logan Smith  6/9  Irby Bryan  6/26 

Linda Metting  6/10  Dawn Carter  6/26 

Phil Ward  6/10  Barbara Bartlett  6/27 

Kathy Hanne  6/11  Jean Lehre  6/28 

Dina Roberts  6/11  Ray Beran  6/30 

Ministry Beyond New Life In Christôs Walls  

by Pastor Bill 

Jesus said in Matthew 28:19-20: 

�³�*�R�� �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�N�H�� �G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V���R�I�� �D�O�O�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �E�D�S�W�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�P�� �L�Q��
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, to the close of the age." 

 

The word �³�*�2�  ́ is an interesting one.  In the first analysis 
the issue that stands out is that it is imperative ï it is a com-
mand ï �³�*�H�W�� �X�S�� �D�Q�G�� �*�R���´  Much has been said and written 
over the past years that indicates that ministry primarily 
takes place outside of the walls of the church.  What hap-
pens inside the walls of the church is teaching, learning, 
practicing, and growing so that we can move outside our 
church walls and into the world were ministry takes place. 

From June 8
th
 through August 14

th
 New Life in Christ     

Congregation is going to be partnering with Whiz Kids 
Learning Center (Renee and Michael White) and the 
DCCCD (Dallas County Community College District) in a 
program called College Camp for Kids.  Our participation in 
this ministry is an out-of-our walls experience in ministry and 
an inviting of the surrounding community into our walls.  A 
dayôs activities will run from 6:30 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.  The 
goal of the program will be to enhance the learning opportu-
nities that are available to children grades 1 through 6 dur-
ing the summer months.  It is also hoped that the program 
will help the students to see that continuing education is 
truly a reality for them and to help them become comfortable 
with being on a college campus. 

While our main contribution to the College Camp for Kids 
will be to provide space for them to 
be during the half day that they will 
not be on campus, there are other 
opportunities available for members 
of NLIC to do ministry.  You are wel-
come to volunteer to be a part of the 
staff here at NLIC.  Renee has told 
me that volunteers will be greatly 
appreciated. You do need to understand that in order to vol-
unteer you will need to attend a workshop and pass a back-
ground check. 

The College Camp for Kids is a quality program for children 
and they will be taught classes in the areas of: Reading 
Comprehension, Writing and Spelling, Mathematics, and 
Spanish.  Wonderful opportunities to do ministry are right 
outside our door.  Go é get up é let us go out to Godôs 
world and share his good news. 

Celebrating with our Members  
 

The following members are celebrating their 
wedding anniversary in June: 
 

 

John & Pat Johnston 6/11       Jeff & Kathy Hanne   6/15 
Rallin & Barbara Aars 6/13     Jerry & Barbara Palermo 6/16 
Irby & Andrea Bryan 6/14        Doug & Neva Dykman 6/24 

http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Mary_Holman@sil.org
http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Tom_Holman@sil.org

